Constable’s Corner

By

Sergeant Michael Combest

The summer season is just around the corner. With this comes the release of school for a few months, planned vacations, and many other events. We asked your assistance in making this a safe and enjoyable summer for all. We also offer a few helpful reminders to all in furtherance of this goal. 
If you are planning a vacation away from home, begin your planning to ensure the safety of you and your family as well as your home and belongings in your absence. Our department offers a vacation watch program. All that is necessary to take advantage of this is a simple phone call or visit to our website and the completion of a vacation watch slip. 
· Complete a vacation watch sheet. The information will then be forwarded to the Deputy that patrols in your area. The deputy will be able to monitor your home while you are away and know who to contact in the event such is necessary. We also suggest that you have a close friend, neighbor or family member do the same. 
· Stop newspaper delivery. If you currently have a newspaper delivered to your home daily, contact the paper and have the delivery stopped while you area away. This prevents the obvious indication that no one is home when the papers are not being picked up. 
· Stop mail delivery. You may also consider having the post office place a hold on your mail during this time frame to ensure that important documents or billing information is not left unattended in your mail box for lengthy time periods. 
· Have a vehicle check before leaving. If you are going to be driving to your destination, we suggest that you or your automotive technician complete a check of the vehicle before doing so. This is something often over looked. 
Children will be out roaming through the neighborhood with friends enjoying the free time. Please use caution while traveling in the area. 
· Address and phone list. We suggest that parents maintain a list of addresses and phone numbers for your children’s friends. 
· Maintain a communication board.  Maintaining a communication board is helpful in this area as well. This enables the child to write where they are going and who they will be with. Many times children get so involved in what they are doing, they loose track of time and may not return home when they are suppose to. It is much easier to locate them or back track their whereabouts in the event such becomes necessary. 
As always, we asked that you report suspicious activity to law enforcement. Doing so gives us the opportunity to respond and investigate. A simple phone call can prevent a crime or enable law enforcement to apprehend the person(s) responsible. 

We hope that the suggestions provided will aid you and your families in remaining safe throughout the summer. Enjoy!
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